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• A common platform for all SWGs to share news, group progress, activities 
(meetings minutes, discussions, workshops, publications, etc.) 

– With a common landing page for all the SWG groups (without 
password), with general information about the different groups, general 
news, etc. to attract interest and participation from other fields scientists.

– With links to the different SWGs wikis, using the same platform, with 
user access required to upload or modify content, controlled by SWGs 
chairs.

– With access from anywhere in the world.

– Able to support ~ 500 users.

– With SKA “brand” design.

A wiki for the SKA SWGs
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• Performed a benchmark study between wiki engines and wiki hosting services 
(wiki farms): https://www.wikimatrix.org/index.php

– Wiki engines: 
• Pros: server requirement not demanding, simple installation and administration, 

data resident locally, no storage size or users limit, no fee.
• Cons: burden for SKAO IT department for server and wiki maintenance (s/w 

upgrade, users administration, backup, security, etc.)
• Examples: JIVE (Dokuwiki), MPIfR (deki wiki and possibly xwiki), etc.

– Wiki farms:
• Pros: cloud server offering simple tools for creation and development of wikis, 

avoid physical server and administrative burden.
• Cons: some farms impose restriction in content, may contain adverts, storage 

size and users limits for free versions, annual or users fee for advanced versions, 
data resident "whoknowswhere", services shutdown schedule not controlled by 
us.

• Examples: Cosmology and Continuum SWGs (PBworks), Zoho wiki, etc.

Proposal: use a fee version of a wiki farm (preferably PBworks, $2000/year) 

A wiki for the SKA SWGs
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